
 

 

 
“Summer afternoon—summer 
afternoon; to me those have 
always been the two most 
beautiful words in the English 
language.” 
        - Henry James 
 

“I know I am but summer to 
your heart, and not the full four 
seasons of the year.” 
        - Edna St. Vincent Millay 
 

“Autumn, the year’s last, 
loveliest smile.” 
        - William Cullen Bryant 
 

“Autumn is a second spring 
when every leaf is a flower.” 
        - Albert Camus 
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Are you afraid of 
TECHNOLOGY? 

 

Learning 
Susan Radley Brown,  

Founding Director 

Never fear 
Accelerated Literacy Learning 

is here to help! 
 

 
Moving into the present day world of technology can be 
intimidating.  Accelerated Literacy Learning has taken on 
the task of demystifying and sorting through the 
mountains and mountains of technology options. We’ve 
consulted with experts and asked them to provide insight 
into the best way to incorporate fantastic learning tools 
into the classroom.  We even plunged into the world of 
online learning by hosting our ongoing webinars! 
 
Join us in celebrating the joys of technology - you may 
even learn a thing or two!  Now is a good time to 
familiarize yourself with the latest technological options 
so that this year you are ready to pass them along to your 
students in the classroom. 
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Spotlight on  
Monica Burns 

 
Accelerated Literacy Learning presented the webinar series: 
Energize the Common Core Using Technology in Your Classroom with Monica Burns 
 
Monica highlited: 
 Supporting what you’re already doing with technology 
 Energizing your lessons with new ideas that will excite and engage students 
 Making your life easier (yes, she’s serious!) 

Monica Burns is a NYC educator and EdTech Blogger. She has 
spent the past six years teaching in general education and 
Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) classrooms at Alain L. Locke 
Magnet School for Environmental Stewardship, PS 208 in South 
Harlem. This is her second year using iPads one to one with her 
students. Recognized as an Apple Distinguished Educator, 
Monica has presented to teachers, administrators and tech-
enthusiasts at numerous Apple Education events. She is a 
webinar host for SimpleK12, and a regular contributor to 

Edutopia and NJ Education Now. Her work using technology in her classroom has been 
featured in the Teq Teacher Spotlight and Instructional Tech Talk podcast. 
 
As a classroom teacher, Monica uses technology with her students every day. 
 

Monica reflects on introducing the 
iPad to her classroom: 

One of the challenges of introducing anything new to students is allowing time for self discovery.  This is especially true when 
using the iPad in the classroom.  In the new school year, I know that I want students working on their iPads from the start.  In 
addition to introducing some apps that we will be using this year, I feel that it was important to give them some free time to 
explore the iPad – if only to eliminate some distractions down the line.  In my first year using the iPad with students, one feature 
that they loved to “explore” was the camera.  I’ve used the camera with students for various activities throughout the school year 
but this September I decided to have them film right away. 
 

Working with partners, students first interviewed each other asking questions such as: 
What books did you read over the summer? 
Did you visit any family members? 
What activities got you outdoors this summer? 
 

With their partner, students filmed each other answering the questions and played their videos back to rest of their 
group.  Students then emailed me their videos and I played them back to them.  (Using the reverse filming option, students can 
also film themselves independently). 

Follow Monica: 
BLOG: www.ClassTechTips.com TWITTER: @ClassTechTips 



 

 

Summer/Fall 2013 Accelerated Literacy Learning 

3 

  

Combining the simplicity of a whiteboard with the power of a 
computer, the SMART Board interactive whiteboard lets you 
deliver dynamic lessons, write notes in digital ink and save your 
work – all with the simple touch of a finger. 

iPad inspires creativity and hands-on learning with features 
you won’t find in any other educational tool — on a device that 
students really want to use. Powerful apps from the App Store 
like iTunes U and iBooks let students engage with content in 
interactive ways, find information in an instant, and access an 
entire library wherever they go. hands on iPad. 

QR Codes are a great way to introduce new topics to students.  
It is so easy to make your own! The free iPad app QR Code 
Maker gives users the ability to copy and paste any URL and 
turn their link into a QR code. Save the QR code to your 
camera roll and share with students. 

Toontastic is a fantastic app you can use in your classroom.  Don’t be 
fooled by the cartoon graphics, this app can be used with all ages.  
Students create their own short stories or retell a story that they’ve 
read.  Each scene in the story arc requires that students draw their own 
setting and characters or use one of the templates included in the app. 
Music can be added to change the tone of the story and all cartoons can 
be shared with families and peers through Toontastic’s own website. 

Dropbox is fantastic if you’re looking to conserve resources or 
save time making photocopies.  Here are just a few things that 
are Dropbox friendly: Vocabulary reference charts, reader’s 
theater scripts,  reading passages, project rubrics, activity sheets 
that can be completed in other apps, and PowerPoint/Keynote 
presentations. 

Knowji’s vocabulary apps are simply the best vocabulary apps in 
the App Store. This app provides an extraordinary set of content 
(cartoon illustrations, audio pronunciations, easy-to-understand 
definitions and example sentences, etc.) coupled with a powerful 
spaced repetition algorithm that ensures you’ll remember 
everything you’ve learned. 
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10 
Easy 
Ways 

of incorporating 
technology in your classroom 

 
1) Use a FLIP VIDEO CAM to film your students’ persuasive essays.  Have them email them to 

influence the powers that be! 
2) Have your students use POWERPOINT to create digital storybooks. 
3) Introduce new apps to students in SMALL GROUPS during lunch or prep time.   
4) Hang up SCREEN SHOTS around the classroom.  It’s a great way to show visitors you’re a 

digital classroom. 
5) Encourage your students to MENTOR their parents and grandparents in the technological 

lessons they’re learning at school. 
6) Use DROP BOX instead of printing when referencing articles and pictures from the internet. 
7) Use the online MAD LIB app for a fun break from routine. 
8) Have students compare and contrast news by visiting COMPETITIVE NEWS SITES such as 

Scholastic News and Time for Kids. 
9) Use TED TALKS as a multimedia way of educating students.  Check out 11-year old Birke 

Baehr’s talk on “What’s Wrong With Our Food System.” 
10) Have students use THUMBS UP when they’ve got it and HANDS IN THE LAP when you 

want their focus away from technology.  

 
 
 
Q:  When did you decide to host a webinar series on Technology in the Classroom? 
A:  It was a bit of a no-brainer - I noticed hesitations in my own use of technology.  In 
addition, I recognized that the Common Core State Standards began incorporating 
the use of technology in the publishing phase of Writer’s Workshop, and my own 

teaching staff was approaching me with similar gaps in their technological knowledge. 
 

Q:  What do you see as the primary challenges when incorporating technology into the classroom? 
A:  Two things.  The first is schools having the funding necessary to allow each student access to technology. 
The second is the rate at which a program becomes obsolete or replaced by the “next best thing.”  It can be 
quite intimidating for teachers. 
 

Q:  How do you encourage your teachers to stay up to date with technology? 
A:  I tell them to “go for it!”  The more teachers incorporate technology into their classroom, the more ease 
they’ll acquire.  Teachers shouldn’t be put off by the ever-changing landscape.  The information they provide 
their students is an opportunity they wouldn’t otherwise have.  Also, we encourage teachers to take our 
Technology In The Classroom Webinar.  ALL will be offering it again soon! 

Susan Radley Brown, Founding Director of A.L.L. 
speaks of her interest in technology in the classroom. 
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Visit us online to learn more about upcoming 
WEBINARS and TEACHING SEMINARS, to watch videos of our 

POETRY IN MOTION program and to view slideshows of past 
WORKSHOPS.  We also invite you to follow us on 

FACEBOOK and TWITTER 
 

CLICK HERE!  http://www.acceleratedliteracylearning.com 

WorWork:  212.265.0735  Fax:  212.265.0786 

http://www.facebook.com/all.literacy 
http://twitter.com/all_literacy 

 

Check us out! 
Our fall and winter 

webinar series schedule is 
coming soon! 

_______________ 
 

Visit our website to view 
videos of this past summer’s 

institutes in New York, 
California and Texas. 

 
 

 


