
 

 

 
 
“I’m so glad I live in a world 
where there are Octobers.” 

- L.M. Montgomery 
 

“Why is summer mist 
romantic and autumn mist 
just sad?” 
 - Dodie Smith 
 

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me 
fluttering from the Autumn 
tree.” 

- Emily Bronte 
 

“Autumn…the year’s last, 
loveliest smile.” 
 - William Cullen Bryant 2 
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Parent:   “What did you do today?” 
 

Student:   “I don’t know.”  
[Conversation comes to a screeching halt!] 

 
No, this is not the most recent exchange on “Modern 
Family” but rather the words spoken between parent 
and child after a school day is done. 
 
Accelerated Literacy Learning dedicates this 
newsletter to strengthening the 
relationship between student, parent 
and teacher.  Think of it as the 
dollop of whipped cream on your 
pumpkin pie, the caramel on your 
apple, the wishbone in your turkey.  
Ok, ok.  We’ll stop with the corn-i-ness! 
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“Ask Me About…” 
Questions for parents to ask their child…about their day at school 

 
As teachers of reading and writing, we are interested in the power of storytelling and 
in the ability to communicate thoughts, feelings, worries and desires.  Children are 
often reticent to share details of their “school lives” with their parents.  Parents are 
often at a loss as to how to ask the right question. 
 
A.L.L. suggests that teachers send students home with a sheet titled  
“Ask Me About…”  Teachers can include questions specific to what students are 
currently learning, with inspiring ideas for parents to continue the circle of learning.  
Communication will be strengthened and students, parents and teachers will find 
themselves speaking a common language. 
 
These suggestions can help shape questions that are specific to your curriculum.  
Above all, encourage parents to listen to their children and pay attention to how they 
communicate the information. 
 

Nourishing the Creative Soul 
 

Fall is a beautiful time to nourish your own creativity.  Paying attention to the daily subtle shifts 
in season can inspire notebook entries, drawings and more.  Can you feel it?  Accelerated 
Literacy Learning is encouraging you to go outside and express yourself.  Dance in the fallen 
leaves.  Press a colorful leaf in a book you are reading.  Write an autumn poem.  Nourish 
yourself…first. 

“Ask me about…” 
 
 

 what I read or wrote about in class. 
 the best part of my day. 
 the hardest thing I had to do today. 
 what I think about my report card/how my grades compare with my goals. 
 whether my classmates did anything funny. 
 how I felt when my friend transferred to another school. 
 whom I played with today/what we played. 
 if I think (insert subject) is too easy or too hard. 
 what the biggest difference is between this year and last. 
 something I learned (or did) today. 
 whom I sat with at lunch/what we talked about. 
 how I choose my friends/what qualities I look for in a friend. 
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The Digital Era 
 

Good? Bad? Regardless, it’s here to stay.  We’ve listed 
some apps below that we found are worth checking out.  A 
great way to reach students and parents, they may 
even…make life easier! 
 

 by Jeff Scheur and Leo Schmaylovich 
Accelerated Literacy Learning loves this idea.  No Red Ink makes 
mastering writing and grammar skills fun! 
 

Teacher Pal by ITWorkx 
Take attendance, track grades and behavior, email students 
and/or parents directly from the app. 
 

 
 
Teacher Tool by Udo Hilwerling 
A complex grading and classroom management app 

for iPhone. 
 

  Essay Grader by Gatsby’s Light 
The app provides criteria checkboxes to quickly evaluate essays 
and writing assignments and then generate a graded evaluation 
form. 
 

  Stickpick by Buzz Garwood 
This app allows you to throw your students’ names in a “can” and 
choose them or their order at random. 
 

 Dropbox by Dropbox 
Simply drop everything into your Dropbox, and it's just there, on 
any computer you use, on your iPhone, iPod touch, iPad, or even 
other smartphones. Set up shared files and folders with other 
teachers or with students. 
 
 
 
 

 
Every year I look forward to 
the streets being lined with 
children in their Halloween 
costumes.  With their 
imaginations guiding them, 
we see their secret 
identities being paraded for 
all to witness…a shy boy 
dresses as a powerful pirate, 
a child afraid of heights 
becomes a Cirque du Soleil 
aerialist, a clumsy girl tip-
toes as a ballerina.  With all 
creative endeavors, the 
most visible part is just the 
tip of the iceberg.  There’s 
an incredible story 
underneath the layers of 
tulle and ghoul makeup. 
 
What are your fondest 
memories of fall?  What 
childhood costume do you 
remember best and does its 
story play a role in your life 
today? 
 
- Susan Radley Brown 
  Founding Director, A.L.L. 
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10 
Easy 
Ways 

of incorporating a fall theme 
into your reading and 
writing lesson plans 

 
1) Present students with a fall CROSSWORD PUZZLE. 
2) Create an imaginary campfire and have children share GHOST STORIES.  You could even 

bring s’mores! 
3) Have students create descriptive AUTUMN IMAGES and print them on fall paper. 
4) Guide students in WRITING to their friends or family about their autumn activities. 
5) Following a RECIPE, create a delicious no-bake treat to share with others. 
6) Host a fall themed POETRY SLAM – students write and read aloud their poems. 
7) Take a NATURE WALK and have students write about their seasonal related discoveries. 
8) Have students write a SONG about fall and have them add SOUND EFFECTS – crumbling 

leaves, whirling wind, etc.  
9) Print directions for building a SCARECROW.  Have students assemble the needed props 

and accessories, build the scarecrow and display it for everyone to enjoy. 
10) Read aloud STORIES about the fall season.  Students can reflect and record their 

memories. 

This one’s for Extra Credit! 
or someone who has a loud voice and loves theater. 
 
Plays are a great way of incorporating the written word into your 
lesson planning.  Lois Lewis’ “A Turkey Takes a Stand” takes place 
a few days before Thanksgiving and tells the story of a turkey who 
proposes a new law that would change a Thanksgiving tradition. 
They don’t call it Language ARTS for nothing! 



 

 

  

  
 

Accelerated 
Literacy 

Work:   212.265.0735 
Fax:   212.265.0786 

 
acceleratedliteracylearning.com 
http://www.facebook.com/all.literacy 

http://twitter.com/all_literacy 

Accelerated Literacy Learning  Fall 2012 

Learning 

Susan Radley Brown,  
Founding Director 

Accelerated Literacy Learning: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Visit us online to learn more about upcoming 
WEBINARS and TEACHING SEMINARS, to watch videos of our 
POETRY IN MOTION program and to view slideshows of past 

WORKSHOPS.  We also invite you to follow us on 
FACEBOOK and TWITTER 

 
CLICK HERE!  http://www.acceleratedliteracylearning.com 

 

Check us out! 

 

 
 
 
 

Summer 
Snapshots 
Writer’s Workshop 

Institutes 

 


