
 

Naomi Shihab Nye: 
 

For me poetry has always been a way of paying attention to 
the world. We hear so many voices every day, swirling 
around us, and a poem makes us slow down and listen 
carefully to a few things we have really heard, deep inside. 
For me poems usually begin with “true things”—people, 
experiences, quotes—but quickly ride off into that other 
“territory of imagination,” which lives alongside us as much 
as we will allow in a world that pays too much attention to 
“facts” sometimes. I have always had a slight difficulty 
distinguishing where the “true” part ends and the “made-
up” part begins, because I think of dreaming and imagining 
as being another kind of true. Once I made up a song that 
ends,  

 

April is 
National Poetry Month 
We’re proud to promote it! 
Inaugurated by the Academy of 
American Poets in 1996, 
National Poetry Month 
celebrates poetry and its vital 
place in American culture.  
Thousands of businesses and 
non-profit organizations 
participate through readings, 
festivals, book displays, 
workshops, and other events. 2 Follow me to Page 
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Why Poetry? 
 

Accelerated Literacy Learning is excited to shine 
our spotlight on POETRY this month.  We’ve chosen to 
share the words of Naomi Shihab Nye to inspire you and 
to encourage you to join us as we celebrate poetry! 
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Go ahead…we INVITE you!  
1)  Use different poems to GREET your students each morning. 
2)  Create a TREASURE HUNT by hiding poems around your classroom for your 

students to find and read. 
3) Post POETRY in an UNEXPECTED PLACE – students’ lockers, the cafeteria, the gymnasium. 
4) Replace OVERUSED words with IMAGINATIVE words - words that paint a picture! 
5) Have your students ILLUSTRATE their favorite poems. 
6) Write poems on the PAVEMENT outside the school using colored chalk. 
7) Have your students SELECT a poem they’ve written and DELIVER it to someone special. 
8) RECITE your favorite poems throughout the day as transitions, i.e. poems about food 

indicate it’s lunchtime or a counting poem can let the students know it’s time for math. 
9) ORGANIZE a POETRY READING of the poems the students have written and published 

poems that have become class favorites at a local bookstore or a Senior Citizen’s home. 
10)CELEBRATE Poem In Your Pocket Day.  That’s right!  April 26 is national Poem In Your 

Pocket Day.  Thousands of Americans will carry their favorite poem and unfold them 
throughout the day to share with friends, co-workers and family members.  Perhaps the 
postman would love to hear yours!  

Continued from Page 1:  Naomi Shihab Nye 
“You tell me what’s real, what I see or what I feel?”, and I think that corresponds to the 
poems we make out of our lives.  Sometimes there’s no one to listen to what you really might 
like to say at a certain moment. The paper will always listen. Also, the more you write, the 
paper will begin to speak back and allow you to discover new parts of your own life and other 
lives and feel how things connect. Poets are explorers, pilgrims. Most of the poets I know are 
not in the least bit frilly. Poets are also regular people who live down the block and do simple 
things like wash clothes and stir soup. Sometimes students ask, “Are you famous?”, as if fame 
is what would make a poet happy. I prefer the idea of being invisible, traveling through the 
world lightly, seeing and remembering as much as I can. 

10 
Easy 
Ways 

of incorporating poetry 
into YOUR classroom. 
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Mary Oliver 

The Summer Day 
 
Who made the world?   
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean-   
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down- 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
 into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass,   
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon?   
Tell me, what is it you plan to do   
with your one wild and precious life? 
 

Mary Oliver is one of my 
favorite poets.  I return to 
her poem The Summer Day 
time and time again.  I 
encourage you to revisit 
poems that have spoken to 
you throughout your life.  
Share them with your 
students, family, and 
friends.  Remember that an 
impassioned teacher is an 
extraordinary teacher. 
Be extraordinary today! 
 
- Susan Radley Brown 
  Founding Director, ALL 

Rh
ym

e 

Rh
yt

hm
 

Al
lit

er
at

io
n 

Fo
rm

 

M
et

ap
ho

r 

Re
pe

tit
io

n 



 

 

Accelerated Literacy Learning April 2012 

4 

 

* Tools * 

 
It takes a village: 

 
Accelerated Literacy Learning encourages you 

to build a school-wide community of poets. 
 

Step 1:  Create an interactive poetry wall using a bulletin 
board or hallway display. This wall should be located in a 
central place in the school where students, teachers, family 
members, custodial staff, supervisors and visitors all have 
access to it. 
 

Step 2:  Put a few poems, a photo, an object, an article 
from the newspaper or a magazine, etc. on the wall using 
pushpins so they can be easily removed. 
 

Step 3:  In a simply written statement, explain that if 
someone takes something they need to replace it with 
something else. 
 

In one school, a student took a poem about drinking tea, 
replaced it with a chamomile tea bag - his mother’s favorite 
tea - and wrote on the tea bag packet: 
“My momma’s eyes are the color before a storm.” 
 

 

Click to view: 
 

Celebration – Videos of students sharing their poetry: 
http://www.acceleratedliteracylearning.com/video.html 

 
Samples of Students’ Poems and Commentary: 
Note - commentaries for all the poems precede the student samples 
http://acceleratedliteracylearning.com/pdf/Poetry_Student_Work_&_Commentary_K-6.pdf 

 

1 SPY GLASSES: 
Remind students to put on 
their “Poet Glasses,” and 
pay attention to small 
details and SEE them in a 
new, extraordinary way. 

2 THE ELUSIVE MUSE 
Tell your students to be 
aware and keep the door 
open…inspiration is all 
around us.  Poet Naomi 
Shihab Nye shares, “The 
muse will visit you if you 
are there everyday and it 
will not visit you if you do 
not keep the schedule.” 

3
2 

POETRY IN MOTION 
Encourage your students 
to attach movement to 
poetry.  Invite a dancer to 
join the class or ask a 
student who likes to dance 
to show how simple and 
joyful it is to interpret 
poems in this way. 
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Work:  212.265.0735 
          Fax:  212.265.0786 

 
acceleratedliteracylearning.com 
http://www.facebook.com/all.literacy 

http://twitter.com/all_literacy 
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Learning 

Susan Radley Brown,  
Founding Director 

Accelerated Literacy Learning (A.L.L.) is a company founded 
and directed by Susan Radley Brown that provides balanced literacy 
reading and writing curriculum to improve instructional practice and 
effective teaching in school districts across the country. A.L.L. 
partners with school districts to implement a customized curriculum 
using a content-based coaching model.  We provide: 
 

!  A.L.L. Reading and Writing units of study K-12 
 

!  Planning sessions that help teachers and coaches understand how        
to use the A.L.L. units of study as a tool to design a sequence of 
lessons that meet the learning needs of their students 
 

! Ways to develop curriculum and assess student achievement with 
the guidance of their A.L.L. consultant in order to create teacher 
independence 
 

! Tools for administrators to recognize, promote and support 
effective literacy instruction 
 

Visit us online to learn about upcoming NEW WEBINARS 
and TEACHING SEMINARS, to watch videos of our 
POETRY IN MOTION program and to view slideshows of 
past WORKSHOPS.  www.acceleratedliteracylearning.com 

WE INVITE YOU TO FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK AND TWITTER 

Check us out! 

We leave you with: 
Keep a poem in your pocket 
And a picture in your head 
And you’ll never feel lonely 
At night when you’re in bed. 
 
The little poem will sing to you 
The little picture bring to you 
A dozen dreams to dance to you 
At night when you’re in bed. 
 
So--- 
Keep a picture in your pocket 
and a poem in your head 
and you’ll never feel lonely 
at night when you’re in bed. 
  - Beatrice Schenk de Regniers 
 
 


