
 

 

Summer is 
Ripe for Reading! 

Whether it's in the back of 
your family minivan, sitting 

on a beach blanket, or 
perching on a park bench, 

summer reading rituals are a 
valuable way for children to 

explore other worlds. 
Lead your students and 
their parents summer 

reading and writing success! 2 Follow me to page 

Accelerated 
Literacy 

ADVENTURE ABOUNDS 
EXPLORING SUMMER READING and WRITING SUMMER 2012 

 

Lions, and Tigers, and Bears, 
Oh My! 

(or Television, Computers, and Video Games, Oh My!) 
 

Learning 
Susan Radley Brown,  

Founding Director 

It’s the time of year when you pat yourself on the back 
for a job well done and think about your summer get-a-
way to a tropical paradise.  Do you: 
 

A) Call in sick for the remainder of the school year 
hoping your principal is too busy planning his/her 
vacation to notice. 
 

B) Shove your students out the door without so 
much as a goodbye. 

 

C) Empower your students and parents to take 
summer reading and writing seriously. 

 

Accelerated Literacy Learning votes C! 
 

The “summer slide” of reading and writing skills is a 
serious topic, and one that deserves your year-end 
attention.  As students and parents prepare for the 
unstructured nature of summertime, it’s important to 
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arm them with tools that remind them that their job over the summertime is to make 
reading and writing fun.  Following are a few tips to share with your students’ parents.  
And don’t worry – you’re not off the hook that easily.  Visit page 4 for some ideas to 
infuse summer reading and writing fun into your own lesson plans. 

Summer Reading Tips! 

Read aloud together with your child every day.  Make it fun by reading outdoors on the 
front steps, patio, at the beach or park. Also, let your children read to you. For younger children, 
point out the relationship between words and sounds. 

Set a good example!  Parents must be willing to model behavior for their children. Keep lots of 
reading material around the house. Turn off the TV and have each family member read his or her 
book. 

Read the same book your child is reading and discuss it.  This is the way to develop 
habits of the mind and build capacity for thought and insight. 

Let kids choose what they want to read, and don't turn your nose up at popular 
fiction.  It will only discourage their reading habit. 

Buy or borrow books on tape.  Listen to them in the car, or turn off the TV and have the 
family listen to them together. 

Take your children to the l ibrary regularly.  Most libraries sponsor summer reading clubs 
with easy-to-reach goals for preschool and school-age children. Check the library calendar for 
special summer reading activities and events. Libraries also provide age appropriate lists for 
summer reading. 

Subscribe, in your child's name, to magazines l ike Sports I l lustrated for Kids, 
Highlights for Children, or National Geographic World.  Encourage older children to read 
the newspaper and current events magazines, to keep up the reading habit over the summer and 
develop vocabulary. Ask them what they think about what they've read, and listen to what they 
say. 

Ease disappointment over summer separation from a favorite school friend by 
encouraging them to become pen pals.  Present both children with postcards or envelopes 
that are already addressed and stamped. If both children have access to the Internet, email is 
another option. 

Make trips a way to encourage reading by reading aloud traffic signs, bil lboards, 
notices.  Show your children how to read a map, and once you are on the road, let them take 
turns being the navigator. 
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Extra! 
Extra!  
Read all about it! 
 

 
Accelerated Literacy Learning  
and Children’s First Network in NYC are providing over 
800 middle school students with 5 books in an effort 
to prevent summer reading loss. A strong body of 
research shows that, without practice, students lose 
reading skills over the summer months and that 
children from low-income families lose the most. 
 
Teachers in five middle schools will participate in two 
workshops to prepare for the summer reading program.  
Each school will benefit from one full day of in-school 
professional development in June (provided by 
Accelerated Literacy Learning) to support teachers as 
they implement the mini-lessons designed to structure 
and encourage students.  
 
Each school has appointed a Summer Reading 
Coordinator who will facilitate a book trade in late 
July/early August for students to come in and swap 
the books they have read for new books. 
 
We invite you to join us in this effort and start a similar 
program.  We’re available to consult with you on this 
effort! 
. 

As a child, I loved the Nancy 
Drew series. Although the 
series has been updated for 
today’s kids, what remains 
the same is when you find a 
book you like or an author 
whose style you enjoy or a 
story that grabs you and 
captures your interest, then 
you want to read more 
books by that author. A 
series offers that 
opportunity. 
 
- Susan Radley Brown 
  Founding Director, A.L.L. 
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10 
Easy 
Ways 

of enthusiastically engaging 
students in summer 
reading and writing 

1) Arts and Crafts Day!  Have students create a BOOKMARK specifically for their summer 
reading. 

2) Introduce students to the idea of reading and interpreting PLAYS.  There are many great 
plays written specifically for younger students.  Read and act them out together. 

3) Recommend that students write their OWN book chronicling their summer adventures. 
4) Host an end of year library PARTY for your incoming and outgoing students.  This also 

helps the transition into next school year. 
5) Before year’s end LIST all of the various ways your students can read and write, i.e. 

cookbooks, maps, instruction manuals, etc. 
6) Create a SCAVENGER HUNT in your school’s library. 
7) Read aloud from YOUR childhood summer FAVORITE.  Better yet, have students read 

aloud.  You’ll get a kick out of hearing them discover a forgotten treasure. 
8) Distribute self addressed POSTCARDS and encourage your students to write you over the 

summer. 
9) Encourage students to SHARE their love of reading, writing, and story telling with their 

siblings and friends.  Introduce the idea of a BOOK CLUB. 

Value Added! – New Webinars! 
If only there was a drive-thru you could roll into and recharge your courage, confidence, and skill 
set as a teacher.  Fortunately, there is, and you don’t even have to change out of your PJs.   
 

Accelerated Literacy Learning is pleased to announce the addition of our Webinar series 
targeting the development of YOU as a teacher. 
 

Monday July 30 – Thursday August 2, 2012 
Poetry Grades K – 2 and Grades 3 - 5   Total cost of $199  12:00 – 1:15pm EST 
 

We encourage you to inquire into your school’s professional development funds.  Discretionary funds are 
sometimes underutilized. 



 

 

  

  
 

Accelerated 
Literacy 

Work:   212.265.0735 
Fax:   212.265.0786 

 
acceleratedliteracylearning.com 
http://www.facebook.com/all.literacy 

http://twitter.com/all_literacy 
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Learning 

Susan Radley Brown,  
Founding Director 

Accelerated Literacy Learning Summer Intensives: 
 
June 11 – 15, 2012 
A.L.L. in partnership with Metteer Elementary School presents 
WRITING WORKSHOP Summer Institute 
Red Bluff, CA 
 
August 13 – 17, 2012 
A.L.L. in partnership with The Center for Early Education presents 
WRITERS WORKSHOP Summer Institute 
W. Hollywood, CA 

 
Visit us online to learn more about upcoming WEBINARS and 

TEACHING SEMINARS, to watch videos of our 
POETRY IN MOTION program and to view slideshows of past 

WORKSHOPS.  We also invite you to follow us on  
FACEBOOK and TWITTER 

 
CLICK HERE!  http://www.acceleratedliteracylearning.com 

 

Check us out! 

Tit for Tat   
Accelerated Literacy Learning wants to hear 
from YOU! 
 

Submit your ideas for engaging students and 
parents in summer reading and writing rituals.   
 

Submissions should be emailed to Susan Radley 
Brown at susan@acceleratedliteracylearning.com.  
Susan will read your submissions and even give 
you creative ways of building on your ideas! 
 

The first three teachers to submit entries gain 
free admittance to one of A.L.L.’s informational 
webinars. 
 

Plan away! 


